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BANGLADESH

We are deeply grateful for your 
support of our work in Bangladesh to 
address the evil of human traffi cking 
and especially to reduce children’s 
vulnerability to exploitation. 

Your generosity made it possible for 
World Vision to engage in the full 
range of prevention, protection, and 
restoration activities that we set out 
to do. With the program’s end in 
September 2016, we are encouraged 
that the impact of our work can be 
carried into the future for the benefi t 
of Bangladeshi girls and boys.

The Child Protection Program assisted 
153 traffi cking victims. We provided 
essentials such as food, clothes, 
medical aid, shelter, and counseling 
to 80 survivors in the immediate 
aftermath of their rescue. We helped 
survivors receive the specifi c care they 
needed, whether healing in a partner 
shelter or training in a trade to enable 
them to earn income. God bless you 
for helping them recover and return 
to their family or community to begin 
new chapters in life.

Prevention activities reached 
hundreds of thousands of community 
members—adults and children. 
We increased awareness about the 
risks of traffi cking and its serious 
consequences through drama 
presentations, videos, billboards, peer 
education, school sessions, and more. 

We engaged representatives of the 
media, judiciary, law enforcement, 
government, nonprofi t world, 
and local communities—holding 
them accountable for their legal 
responsibilities to address traffi cking 
and talking to them about their role in 
protecting children. Our Child-Friendly 
Spaces gave vulnerable children a safe 
place to learn and play while their 
parents were away from home. 

In all these ways, you helped build 
safer communities in which God’s 
children can thrive. Thank you.  

Life-of-Program Target: 822,890

94%

99%

126%

818,211 community members were 
reached with traffi cking awareness 
and prevention messages.  

11,527 vulnerable adolescents and 
youth ages 12 to 18 benefi ted from 
life-skills education. 

1,047 vulnerable families received 
vocational or income-generation 
training.   

Highlights from the life of the program include:

Life-of-Program Target: 12,240

Life-of-Program Target: 831

                        PEOPLE, INCLUDING 958,421 CHILDREN,
 benefi ted over the life of the program, May 2011 through September 2016.

1,886,145
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GOAL AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES
Program goal through fi scal year 2016: 

Reach 884,339 CHILDREN and 775,224 ADULTS
with activities that reduce children’s vulnerability to traffi cking and abuse, 

and increase recovery and reintegration of survivors

Child Protection Program locations:

BARISAL DIVISION

AGAILJHARA
BARISAL
BHANDARIA
PIROJPUR

DHAKA DIVISION

KALKINI
KOTALIPARA
MUKSUDPUR

KHULNA DIVISION

ASSASUNI
KACHUA
MONGLA
MORRELGONJ
SATKHIRA
SUNDARBAN

Expected outcomes:

Increased public 
understanding 

and awareness of 
traffi cking issues

Increased 
collaboration between 
anti-traffi cking and 

child protection 
stakeholders

Improved protective 
environment for 

children

Improved 
psychosocial well-

being and livelihood 
opportunities for 

abuse survivors and 
those at risk

BangladeshBangladesh

Khulna

Rajshahi

Chittagong

Baris al

Sylhet
Dhaka

Khulna

Dhaka

Barisal

Dhaka
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174 vulnerable families 
received employment 
assistance last year, so they 
would have the means to 
provide for their children, 
thus lessening the risks of 
traffi cking. 

INCOME ASSISTANCE

91 members of the media 
took part in traffi cking-
awareness sessions last year to 
encourage increased coverage 
of the issues, which will draw 
public attention to them. 

MEDIA AWARENESS

CHILD-FRIENDLY SPACES 
Over the life of the program, in our 
20 Child-Friendly Spaces, 2,278 girls 
and boys took part in preschool and 
catch-up learning and creative and 
cultural activities in safe, supervised 
surroundings. 

Birth registrations were obtained 
for all the children. A total of 850 
children transitioned to formal school. 

Operation of more than a dozen 
of the 20 Child-Friendly Spaces 
has been transferred to others to 
continue serving vulnerable children. 
This includes seven World Vision 
development programs, a nonprofi t 
group, two community-based 
organizations, and three government 
units. 

An internal study completed in 2016 
found that children attending the 
Child-Friendly Spaces demonstrated 
superior performance in almost all 
development indicators compared 
to children not attending. Families 
in areas with Child-Friendly Spaces 
work more hours and have higher 
incomes and also have more leisure 
time because their children are in a 
safe environment. 

The study concluded that children 
at the Child-Friendly Spaces “learn 
to understand the possible threats 
of traffi cking or getting involved with 
any danger or crime. … [A] great 
number of participating children are 
saved from getting involved as child 
labor[er]s.” 

Top, children delight in outdoor play at a 
Child-Friendly Space. Bottom, responsibility 
for a Child-Friendly Space is handed over to 
the mayor of Benapole. 

201 child forum members 
were trained on trafficking 
awareness and prevention in 
fiscal year 2016. Equipped as 
peer educators, they are able 
to share what they learned with 
many other youth. 

PEER EDUCATION FOR YOUTHFAMILY INCOME ASSISTANCE
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Livelihood assistance helped to reduce the risk of traffi cking for highly vulnerable families and enable parents to spend more on 
their children’s education. Assistance included vocational training to increase income potential and material support such as sewing 
machines, bamboo for making baskets, cows, and goats. Above, Nasima and 7-year-old Sakib are shown with their mother goat and 
four kids. With help from the program and her own hard labor, Nasima has become better able to provide for her children. 

Our program helped to reduce 
children’s vulnerability to exploitation 
by empowering girls and boys with 
information to stay safe, engaging 
families and community members 
to keep children from harm, and 
equipping government and local 
groups to act more effectively against 
trafficking. These interventions will 
have ongoing impact.

With your support, during more than 
fi ve years of program implementation:

• 646,900 students learned about 
the risks of traffi cking and child 
marriage in special classroom 
sessions (exceeding the target 
of 624,860). They have been 
empowered to be grassroots 
activists in their communities—to 
share anti-traffi cking messages with 
peers, family members, and others.

• 5,800 parents—many with children 
attending the Child-Friendly 
Spaces—received training in positive 

parenting, learning about their role 
in their children’s development and 
protection, and how to create a safe 
environment at home (exceeding 
the target of 4,400). 

• Nearly 275,000 leafl ets were 
distributed and 38 billboards 
developed to draw awareness to 
the issue of traffi cking. Billboards 
were done in collaboration with law 
enforcement and installed in areas 
adjacent to the Indian border. 

• 33 secondary schools have agreed 
to continue life-skills education 
for students to help them learn 
leadership, decision making, and 
public speaking skills. They also will 
be encouraged toward excellence 
in their schoolwork and to develop 
relationships with caring adults they 
can trust. 

• More than 2,900 staff members 
from government, nonprofi t, and 
community organizations were 

trained on child protection issues, 
including traffi cking, and their roles 
in implementing the government’s 
anti-traffi cking action plan 
(exceeding the target of 2,865). 

• 99 border guards were trained on 
identifying, rescuing, and repatriating 
traffi cking victims (somewhat below 
the target of 110). 

• 46 counter-traffi cking committees 
were activated, with the program 
providing training and technical 
support to members. These 
government-mandated bodies 
operate at key divisional levels to 
prevent human traffi cking, focusing 
on activity in their localities.

• More than 1,550 judiciary and law 
enforcement offi cials and lawyers 
took part in orientations focused on 
protecting children and preventing 
traffi cking, with emphasis on 
applicable laws and procedures 
(exceeding the target of 995). 

CELEBRATING AND SUSTAINING PROGRAM IMPACT
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ABUSED WOMAN WORKS HARD 
FOR HER DAUGHTER’S FUTURE
With help from World Vision, Ayesha was able to give her daughter, Joyti, 
the opportunities she never had. 

Ayesha Khanom continues to work 
hard, both as a housemaid and a 
private tutor, earning enough to afford 
what she and her daughter, Joyti 
Moni, need. “My father passed away 
while I was 2, and this is my second 
generation of working as a housemaid 
and rais[ing] a child as a single mother,” 
said Ayesha.

Ayesha has faced great struggles 
throughout her life. Her father, a 
schoolteacher, did not earn much. 
When he died of cancer, he left no 
assets for her care. Ayesha’s brother 
was killed in a political fi ght. To support 
the family, Ayesha’s mother began 
working as a housemaid for neighbors. 
Ayesha followed in her mother’s 
footsteps once she turned 13.

When Ayesha was 14, her wealthy 
employer sexually abused her. Ayesha 
became pregnant and dropped out of 
school. Ayesha was forced to take a 

substance given to her by a 
village resident to abort her 
baby. Not only did she lose 
her baby, but Ayesha became 
partially paralyzed. Unable to 
meet the physical demands 
of being a housemaid, 
Ayesha turned to working 
as a private tutor to support 
herself. She resumed her high 
school studies and completed 
her secondary school 
certifi cate. 

But pain and hardship once again came 
into Ayesha’s life when she was abused 
by another employer. Raped multiple 
times, she became pregnant. But this 
time, she refused to have an abortion. 
She named her daughter Joyti, which
means “light.” “I felt a religious zeal 

that my daughter should be a light for 
others, and she should get a better 
way for living, which I never had.” 

The man who raped Ayesha was 
convicted. But after making an initial 
payment of support, he failed to 
provide any additional funds, though 
the court had ordered him to do so.

Ayesha worked as a tutor to support 
herself and her daughter. Along the 
way, neighbors connected Ayesha 
to World Vision. Joyti became 
a sponsored child, while Ayesha 
participated in activities focusing on 
health, disaster preparedness, and 
income generation. 

When Joyti became older, Ayesha 
encouraged her daughter to become 
involved in the child forum associated 
with World Vision’s development 
program in their area. When the Child 
Protection Program began, Joyti was 
selected to become a life-skills peer 
educator, helping others understand 
the risks of early marriage, traffi cking, 
child labor, and gender-based 
violence. “I have taught life skills to 
80 adolescents of my age,” Joyti said. 
She used the money she earned as a 
peer educator for her studies. She is 
pursuing a diploma in electronics and 
hopes to become an engineer.

Joyti also tutors primary school 
students, earning $13 a month, which 
she gives to her mother for household 
expenses. Ayesha dreams that her 
daughter will complete her studies, get a 
job in public service, and choose a good 
man to marry. Joyti said, “Receiving 
World Vision’s support, I engaged 
myself as one of the child advocates and 
got prepared for a better life.”

Now, we are living in peace. 
We have food, and my 
daughter is doing well in 
her studies. World Vision 
made this possible to us. 
Thank you, World Vision, 
for your help.”

—Ayesha, above left, with 
her daughter, Joyti, and below 

left, tutoring children in her 
community
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

PROGRAM SPENDING

Fiscal year 2016 = October 2015 through September 2016

Life-of-Program Funding: $7,125,985 99%Amount spent: $7,060,694
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Note: The Bangladesh Child Protection Program met or exceeded the majority of its targets while producing about $65,000 in 
cost savings. Unspent funds will be used to support the new Bangladesh Child Protection Project, which began October 1, 2016. 
This multiyear effort is working to protect children from child labor and all forms of violence.

Description
Fiscal Year to Date

Spending
Program to Date

Spending
Program to Date Funding
Released to Program

Increased public understanding and awareness of trafficking
issue

Implement an awareness-raising campaign 108,455 1,072,341 1,082,544
Empower children and youth to disseminate anti-trafficking (AT) 
messages

135,189 742,353 749,416

Empower community groups and local government in 
disseminating AT messages

132,482 133,743

Implement hotline and online resource center for public 
awareness, trafficking prevention, and victim referral

18,583 18,760

Increased strategic collaboration between anti trafficking and
child protection stakeholders

Strengthen division-level and national-level AT network for 
service coordination and advocacy

37,951 302,760 305,641

Promote cross-border collaboration for victim identification, 
rescue, repatriation, rehabilitation, and reintegration

43 32,344 32,651

Facilitate union, upazila, district, division, and national advocacy 71,856 219,805 221,897
Implement project-relevant survey, research/study, and 
documentation to enhance project performance and inform data 
management and advocacy strategy

61,679 256,011 258,447

Improved protective environment for children
Support Child-Friendly Spaces in vulnerable communities 341,922 1,342,437 1,355,210
Provide life-skills education to vulnerable adolescents (ages 12 
to 15) and youth (ages 16 to 18) and parental skills training for 
their families

26,162 420,609 424,611

Provide/facilitate livelihood support for children and families 
vulnerable to trafficking, abuse, and exploitation

59,875 319,026 322,062

Improved psychosocial well being and livelihood opportunities
for victims and those vulnerable to trafficking, abuse, and
exploitation

Support Bangladeshi government organizations and 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) specializing in all 
aspects of identification, rescue, and repatriation of victims of 
trafficking, abuse, and exploitation

867 22,959 23,178

Support Bangladeshi government organizations and NGOs 
specializing in all aspects of shelter-based rehabilitation of 
victims and those vulnerable to trafficking, abuse, and 
exploitation

12,152 69,942 70,607

Support Bangladeshi government organizations and NGOs 
specializing in all aspects of legal, nonshelter-based 
rehabilitation and reintegration services for victims of trafficking, 
abuse, and exploitation, as well as family members

171,284 245,839 248,178

Subtotal 1,027,435 5,197,491 5,246,945
Quality Assurance 62,458 305,682 308,280
Management and Fundraising 318,239 1,557,521 1,570,760
TOTAL 1,408,132 7,060,694 7,125,985

Life-of-program spending expressed as a percentage of life-of-program funding


